[image: image1.wmf]Press Release

13th November 2008

Picture the Future? Yes We Can

Local residents still believe in change with launch of outdoor art exhibition at St Michael’s Estate, Inchicore

Residents of St Michael’s Estate in Inchicore are battling their huge frustration at the long-postponed redevelopment of their rundown estate with a celebration of art, in and by the community, running for seven days from Thursday 20 – 26th November.    
Declan McGonagle, Director of the National College of Art and Design, will officially launch this innovative, week long open-air exhibition at St Michael’s Youth Project (Vincent Street West), Inchicore, at 5.30pm on Thursday November 20th. 

The exhibition Tales from the Promised Land celebrates the resilience and imagination of a community frustrated by 10 years of waiting for the promised redevelopment of their estate. One of the participants exhibiting artwork –Adrienne Shortt – describes her groups experience of working with documentary photographer Aislinn Delaney; “We were able to get what was in our mind into the photograph…they show we all had talent and that we found our niche.”  

An outdoor exhibition of large scale sculptural and photography work created by local people, young and older, working with professional artists. St Michael’s Youth Project, Family Resource Centre and Common Ground, have worked closely together to make Tales from the Promised Land was made possible. The art on display around the area is as exciting as it is challenging and surprising, really bringing to life the experiences of those living at St. Michael’s Estate.

“We have all worked long and hard towards a public celebration of these art projects. Tales from the Promised Land really transforms St Michael’s Estate into a great exhibition space for public art,” said Siobhán Geoghegan, Common Ground’s director of Artistic Programme.

“Common Ground believes in the power of art to speak for people and change lives. ‘Tales of the Promised Land’ is a perfect example of this in action and we are delighted to have played a part in making it happen” says Margot Kenny, Executive Director of Common Ground.
Tours of Tales from the Promised Land will leave from Flat 118, Block 4, St Michael’s Estate at 4pm on November 20th. Tours are mediated by local residents and artists.

Contacts: 

Margot Kenny, Executive Director, Common Ground Tel: 087 2886267

Siobhan Geoghegan, Director of Artistic Programme, Common Ground Tel: 087 2830583

www.commonground.ie or www.stmichaelsestate.ie  

Note to Editors

Common Ground

Common Ground is an arts development organisation based in Inchicore, Dublin. Working in the context of urban regeneration, Common Ground believes that the arts can play a central role in transforming and empowering communities. It is committed to bringing professional artists and communities together on ‘common ground’. Through a range of artists’ residencies, long-term projects and support services, Common Ground is embedding the arts as a dynamic and intrinsic part of life in Dublin 8.

Common Ground is supported by the Arts Council, City of Dublin Youth Services Board, Dublin City Council and Accenture.

St Michael’s Parish Youth Project

St. Michael’s Youth Project began in 1987 and now has eight full time staff.  Working with young people aged 10-21 years of age living in the Inchicore area.  Services delivered are outreach, individual and group work. The youth project has a strong tradition of fostering vibrant creative work with young people and artists.  St Micahel’s Youth Project delivers high quality professional youth work based on the process of a positive relationship building with young people and the principle of voluntary participation.

St Michael’s Youth Project is funded by City of Dublin Youth Services Board,

Family Resource Centre, St. Michael’s Estate

The Family Resource Centre, Community Development Project is based in the flats complex of St. Michael’s Estate. Set up in 1986 by local women concerned about local issues of drug abuse, poverty and violence in their community. 22 years on it has developed into a strong anti- poverty organisation that not only serves the people of the estate, but also those experiencing poverty and marginalisation in the wider community, including the travelling community and the new communities.  

Familiy Resource Centre St Mciahel’s Estate is supported by the Family Support Agency and the NDP.

Photo opportunities

On November 20th there will be opportunities to take photographs of women, young people and children individually or in groups at the exhibition and with their work on site from 4pm onwards.

