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How to obtain further information and make contact

Freephone
1800 67 64 64
E-mail
info@rpa.ie
Web
www.rpa.ie

Write
PR Dept.
RPA
Parkgate Business Centre
Parkgate Street
Dublin 8

www.transport21.ie

Más fearr leat leagan Gaeilge 
den bhfógra seo, scríobh chu-
gainn nó glaoigh orainn. Más fearr leat leagan Gaeilge den bhfógra seo, scríobh chugainn nó glaoigh orainn.

Dublin’s first two Luas lines have proved to be a 
tremendous success. More than 22 million pas-
sengers were served in 2005 and customer feed-
back has been very positive. The Government's 
national transport plan, Transport 21, builds on 
this success and proposes an extensive Luas/Metro 
network. The Railway Procurement Agency (RPA) 
has recently published the preferred route for the 
first phase of the Metro network (Metro North). 
This newsletter describes the second phase (Metro 
West), a line between Tallaght and Metro North.

RPA is focused on selecting the best overall route 
for Metro West within the coming months. Early 
studies of Metro West routes have been under-
taken and this has identified two broad corridor 
options – Route Option 1 and Route Option 2. 
These are shown on the accompanying map. Sub-
options are also shown on this map. The route 
finally selected may be a variantion or combina-
tion of the route options, or other options identi-
fied during consultation. 

RPA now welcomes submissions from interested 
parties in relation to all of the route options being 
considered.

This newsletter includes:

•  A description of the Metro West concept;

•  A map showing possible route options identified 
to date;

•  Some of the key considerations in selecting the 
best overall route option; and

•  An outline of the Metro West planning and 
approval process.

We welcome your views in relation to Metro West. 
A Freepost card is enclosed for your convenience.

INTRODUCTION

RPA is assessing possible route options with a 
view to identify the best overall route for Metro 
West and this will be finalised. When feedback 
from public consultation has been reviewed. Key 
considerations include:

Safety
As with all RPA projects, the safe construction and 
operation of Metro West will be considered in 
selecting the route.

Transport and Land-use
Metro West must be compatible with land use and 
transportation policy.

Contribution to Solving Congestion and 
Associated Pollution Problems
Attracting motorists out of their cars to a quicker, 
cleaner and more environmentally friendly form of 
public transport is at the heart of national policy 
on sustainable transport.

Environmental Impacts
An Environmental Impact Statement will be 
completed for Metro West. Construction and 
operation of transport infrastructure can have 
impacts, both positive and negative, on the 
surrounding environment. The likely impacts, 
both short and long-term, will be assessed and 
considered.

Social Benefits
High quality public transport is a catalyst for 
the regeneration of urban areas opening up 
opportunities for economic growth for the 
communities served.

Transport System Integration
Integration with all modes of transport, including 
Luas, Iarnród Éireann, Bus and Park & Ride must 
be considered.

Affordability and Economics
Value for money and the ability of the project to 
be funded is critical.

Operations
The route selected must offer potential customers 
a reliable, speedy and frequent service that fully 
meets their expectations.

Ease of Construction
Construction of a project of this scale leads to 
disruption to residents and businesses. This will be 
considered when selecting a route.

Metro West will be a modern, attractive and highly 
accessible urban railway system for Dublin. It will 
be similar to railways in many European cities the 
same size as Dublin.

It will run initially as a light railway like Luas but 
with the ability to be upgraded to carry more 
passengers when required. Metro West will run on 
the surface and the tracks will be separate from 
road traffic. Like Luas it will cross road junctions 
at street level. Bridges will be provided at major 
roads, railways and other crossings.

Metro West will:

•  Connect key towns in the west of Dublin serving 
existing and new communities;

•  Connect with Metro North, serving Dublin 
Airport, Swords and Dublin city centre;

•  Provide an important connection between 
current and planned transport systems by linking 
with Luas, Iarnród Éireann, Metro North and Bus 
services;

•  Provide a fast, frequent, reliable and safe service; 
and;

•  Be accessible for all, just like Luas.

METRO WEST CONCEPT

SELECTION OF BEST ROUTE OPTION – KEY CONSIDERATIONS

Preliminary Studies

Assessment of Route 

Public Inspection of Application Documents 

Submission of Railway Order Application

Oral Hearing

Selection of Best Overall Route

Making of Railway Order by An Bord Pleanála

Public Consultation (current phase)

Public Consultation focused on Design

Construction Public Consultation focused on Construction

Engineering & Architectural Design of Route

METRO – PLANNING & APPROVAL PROCESS

The RPA will consider the main route options taking account of views submitted by those who partici-
pate in public consultation. Contact details of participants may be entered on a database and partici-
pants will be notified of the route option finally selected. Following selection of the best overall route 
option the emphasis will then focus on consultation relating to the design and possible construction 
methods, track layout, stops, etc. along the chosen route. An Environmental Impact Statement will be 
prepared for the chosen route.

Approval to proceed with the construction of Metro West ultimately depends on the making of a 
Railway Order by An Bord Pleanála. The main steps in the overall process may be outlined as follows 
(current step highlighted):

Next Steps

METRO 
WEST

Metro West
Route Selection
November 2006
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